
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



76 American Statistical Association. [38 

work ordered by the imperial or the state government. They are 
further required to conduct investigations for the respective munici- 
palities, to collect statistical data, published elsewhere, relating to 
social conditions in the cities. Although the work of the bureaus 
is regularly confined to some branches of administrative statistics, 
there are no statutory restrictions limiting their activities. Among 
the several branches of statistical work performed by the municipal 
bureaus, the most important subjects are those relating to popula- 
tion statistics, vital statistics, sickness and infirmity, migration, 
statistics of dwellings, occupation statistics, labor statistics, city 
finance statistics, etc. Some of the offices are engaged, in addi- 
tion to purely statistical tasks, in social economic research. The 
social economics of city government are, to a large extent, dependent 
upon statistical research: hence the combination of both, statistical 
and social economic work, is thought to render the most useful ser- 
vice. The bureaus publish the results of their inquiries in some form. 
Weekly bulletins are issued by the offices of Breslau, Berlin, Cologne, 
Konigsberg, Magdeburg, and Munich, which contain data on vari- 
ous matters. The bureaus of a number of other cities (Bremen, 
Charlottenburg, Chemnitz, Dresden, Diisseldorf, Hanover, etc.) 
issue monthly reports. The results of investigations are, as a rule, 
published in tabular form. Textual matter is contained only in a 
few of the reports. Twelve municipal statistical bureaus within the 
German empire issue annual reports, and some occasional bulletins. 
Most of the offices have no large regular personnel. Berlin, Ham- 
burg, Bremen, Leipzig, Breslau, and Mannheim are an exception to 
this rule. It is not possible here to enter into a more detailed de- 
scription of municipal statistics in Germany. Those especially in- 
terested in the subject will find valuable information in the publi- 
cation mentioned. H. Fehlinger. 
Vienna. 



DIVORCE. 

In the Annual Report of the National League for the Protection of 
the Family for 1903 the report of the corresponding secretary, Rev. 
Samuel W. Dike, LL.D., is of especial interest. It contains a brief 
resume of State legislation, during the year, affecting marriage and 
divorce and other family relations. It appears that with some few 
exceptions the general trend of this legislation is toward greater 
protection of the interests of the family. 

Some rather startling figures appear in the statistical part of the 
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report. It seems that there has been a rapid increase in divorces in 
recent years in all of the New England States except Connecticut. 
Maine claims the bad pre-eminence of having the highest rate, there 
being in 1902 905 divorces, or almost 1 to every 6 marriages. Rates 
for the other States were: — 

New Hampshire 1 to 8.3 

Rhode Island 1 to 8.4 

Vermont 1 to 10 

Massachusetts 1 to 16 

These rates indicate a continuation of the increase found to exist 
during the period from 1867-86, covered by the special Report of 
the United States Commissioner of Labor on Marriage and Divorce. 

The league is doing an excellent work, which deserves wider recog- 
nition and ample support. c. w. d. 



